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PHOENIX — One morning last August, Yvonne Watterson, the principal of GateWay Early College 

High School here, sat in her office, grimly scrolling through the database of its 240 students. 

At the behest of a new state law she detested, she looked for which ones listed a Social Security 

number and which did not. Without a number, it was virtually certain that a child was in America 

illegally.

Ms. Watterson wound up with 38 names, many of them of boys and girls she had personally recruited 

to the school. Under the statute popularly known as Proposition 300, illegal immigrants could not 

receive in-state tuition at public colleges and universities in Arizona. Nor could school administrators 

like Ms. Watterson use state money to pay it.

GateWay’s students, while still in high school, are able to take courses at a community college in the 

same building, with in-state tuition paid by the high school. Ms. Watterson knew her students could 

not afford to pay the out-of-state rate, generally $280 a credit. And without the college classes, there 

would be less reason to stay in school. 

So she made the list and sent letters home and began to call in the affected students one by one to tell 

them that their tuition was no longer subsidized. A girl named Karla crumpled to her knees in the 

principal’s office, and said, “But I’m a good person.” A few weeks later, Ms. Watterson heard, Karla 

was riding a bus back to Mexico.

Yvonne Watterson vowed to do something so she would not lose any more of her students. She made 

the vow because of what happened every July 12 back in Antrim, Northern Ireland, her hometown.

On that night, the local Protestants celebrated their forebears’ victory over a Catholic army three 

centuries earlier in the Battle of the Boyne. Even in the Arizona desert, Ms. Watterson remembered 

the sound of Loyalist anthems and the smell of burning tires and the sight of the pope being burned 

in effigy. Though she was a Protestant, even as a child she had always cringed imagining how July 12 

felt to her Roman Catholic playmates up the block.
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“I thought, ‘Here we go again, segregating kids, putting kids on a list,’ ” Ms. Watterson, 44, said 

recently in her office at GateWay. “It’s that hatred. It’s that separation. Not having to look someone in 

the eye. It’s a horrible, cowardly — I don’t know what to call it. I wouldn’t have believed I was in 

America.”

In her career as an educator, Ms. Watterson had been nothing if not decisive. When she became 

principal at GateWay in 2003, she threw out a progressive curriculum and replaced it with a 

traditional variety. She required all 10 teachers on the staff to reapply for their jobs and hired back 

just one. After visiting early-college high schools in New York City and Stockton, Calif., and seeing 

how well they served immigrant teenagers, she brought the model to GateWay.

So she went immediately into advocacy mode, giving an interview to The Arizona Republic, the daily 

newspaper in Phoenix. In the subsequent article, she was quoted describing the plight of her 

undocumented students and talking about her own experience as an immigrant after she came to 

America in the mid-1980s.

She mentioned Jose Razo, heading into his senior year, on track to accumulate more than 50 college 

credits in courses ranging from macroeconomics to video-game design. At home, he had a cologne 

box filled with certificates for the honor roll, perfect attendance, good citizenship. But he was not a 

citizen, and because of Proposition 300, he was already thinking about going to Mexico, a country he 

had left at age 2.

Ms. Watterson reaped the whirlwind of the blogosphere, as readers responded to The Republic’s 

article. 

From Gilbert19: “These children are dishonest law-breakers; why do we want them going to our 

schools?” 

From gbishop01: “You have totally destroyed your integrity.” 

From AWhite: “All I have to say to these criminals is ‘DON’T LET THE DOOR HIT YOU ON THE 

WAY OUT’!!!!!” 

The attacks attested to the vox populi. Proposition 300 had been approved with 71 percent of the 
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vote. It won alongside three other ballot measures denying various rights to illegal immigrants and 

declaring English the official state language.

“In my heart of hearts,” Ms. Watterson said, “I thought, ‘Honestly, people can’t vote for something 

that would hurt kids who are taking college classes.’ I thought they just didn’t understand. Honest to 

God, that’s what I thought. But the overwhelming reply was, ‘That’s exactly what we intended.’ ” 

Still, the response was not unanimous. A lawyer who doubled as a television host, José A. Cárdenas, 

called Ms. Watterson and arranged for Jose Razo to appear on his show. 

About a week later, GateWay received an anonymous donation of $25,000 to help undocumented 

students pay their tuition. Mr. Cárdenas recommended that Ms. Watterson approach the Stardust 

Foundation in suburban Phoenix, and it gave $50,000.

Ultimately, Ms. Watterson received $83,000 from various donors. In January, she was named one of 

seven winners of a Phoenix-area award in memory of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. After 

having her students write autobiographical thank-you notes to donors, she had the letters collected 

and published as a bilingual book, “Documented Dreams.”

Still, this ending is not quite happy. The donations came in too late for the affected students to take 

their college classes in fall 2007. 

About $27,000 of it went toward their tuition for the spring semester of 2008, and the rest will cover 

next fall’s needs. Beyond that, there is only uncertainty.

“I don’t wake up every day to steal purses,” said Noemi Ariza, a 17-year-old student at GateWay. “I 

wake up to try my hardest to succeed. And for people to despise me, to tell me I have no right to be 

here, to look at me like a murderer — it’s so dehumanizing. All I’m trying to do is make something of 

myself.”

Samuel G. Freedman is a professor of journalism at Columbia University. His e-mail is 

sgfreedman@nytimes.com.

Next Article in Education (1 of 8) »

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/k/martin_luther_jr_king/index.html?inline=nyt-per


Principal Sees Injustice, and Picks a Fight With It - New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/education/12education.html?ref=todayspaper (5 of 6) [3/12/2008 1:49:16 PM]

Inside NYTimes.com

Need to know more? 50% off home delivery of The Times.

Tips

To find reference information about the words used in this article, double-click on any word, phrase or name. A new window 
will open with a dictionary definition or encyclopedia entry. 

Past Coverage

Related Searches

 

 

●     Mayor Hails City's Immigrants and Innovation (January 18, 2008) 
●     ON EDUCATION; Debates Persist Over Subsidies for Immigrant College Students (December 12, 2007) 
●     SOUTHWEST; Texas: Immigrants Pull Children From School (October 5, 2007) 
●     WASHINGTON; Measure On Legal Status For Immigrant Students Blocked (September 28, 2007)

Dining & Wine » U.S. » Opinion » Music » Opinion » Arts »

 

New Restaurants 
Outside of New York

 

Most Stunning View in 
Town Is of the Gas 
Pump

  

A Fond Look at 
Lennon’s ‘Lost 
Weekend’

 

The Wild Side: Stop the 
Mutants!

 

Museums: A Special 
Section

Ads by Google what's this?

AZ School Tuition Org. 
Get an AZ Tax Credit for helping students get a quality education. 
www.ibescholarships.org

Credit Cards for Teens 
Teach Money Management to Your Teen Get a Prepaid Debit Card Today! 
www.CreditCards.com

Paying for College? 
New Thinking About Paying For College, Say Old Mutual 
SayOldMutual.com

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/education&pos=Bottom1&sn2=fba6d276/12938d74&sn1=1be01bb8/e39a1f0c&camp=nyt2008-circ-footer-33FYX-textlink-all&ad=text&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%3FMediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D33FYX
javascript:browser.update(1)
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/01/18/nyregion/18mayor.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/12/nyregion/12education.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/05/us/05brfs-school.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/28/washington/28brfs-MEASUREONLEG_BRF.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/dining/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/music/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/artsspecial/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/02/26/dining/20080226_RESTAURANT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/02/26/dining/20080226_RESTAURANT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2008/02/26/dining/20080226_RESTAURANT.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/us/12gorda.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/us/12gorda.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/us/12gorda.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/us/12gorda.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/opinion/12quan.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/arts/music/12pang.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/arts/music/12pang.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/arts/music/12pang.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/arts/music/12pang.html
http://judson.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/03/11/stop-the-mutation/index.html
http://judson.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/03/11/stop-the-mutation/index.html
http://judson.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/03/11/stop-the-mutation/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2008/03/12/arts/artsspecial/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2008/03/12/arts/artsspecial/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/indexes/2008/03/12/arts/artsspecial/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpAsKqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDOSBhkTgsO_EA8CNtwHAzyQQARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAULGn0YYCYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.ibescholarships.org&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpAsKqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDOSBhkTgsO_EA8CNtwHAzyQQARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAULGn0YYCYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.ibescholarships.org&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BpAsKqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDOSBhkTgsO_EA8CNtwHAzyQQARgBIJzz-AEoAzgAULGn0YYCYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=1&adurl=http://www.ibescholarships.org&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bn5OfqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLDvwi7Ixo6lBcCNtwGAx4wCEAIYAiCc8_gBKAM4AFDpiJ65-f____8BYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=2&ggladgrp=12804090892152434640&gglcreat=6536537807091383821&adurl=http://www.creditcards.com/college-students.php%3Fa_aid%3D1047%26a_cid%3D1035%26a_did%3D43256%26CMP%3DKNC-GoogleCM&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bn5OfqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLDvwi7Ixo6lBcCNtwGAx4wCEAIYAiCc8_gBKAM4AFDpiJ65-f____8BYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=2&ggladgrp=12804090892152434640&gglcreat=6536537807091383821&adurl=http://www.creditcards.com/college-students.php%3Fa_aid%3D1047%26a_cid%3D1035%26a_did%3D43256%26CMP%3DKNC-GoogleCM&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=Bn5OfqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLDvwi7Ixo6lBcCNtwGAx4wCEAIYAiCc8_gBKAM4AFDpiJ65-f____8BYMn-y4bEo8gXsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE8aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA4LzAzLzEyL2VkdWNhdGlvbi8xMmVkdWNhdGlvbi5odG1sqAMB6AP0AugD8wLoA60G6AOxA_UDAAQAAPUDIAACAA&num=2&ggladgrp=12804090892152434640&gglcreat=6536537807091383821&adurl=http://www.creditcards.com/college-students.php%3Fa_aid%3D1047%26a_cid%3D1035%26a_did%3D43256%26CMP%3DKNC-GoogleCM&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BBiDzqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLH5oymZmdfMBMCNtwGwg8oBEAMYAyCc8_gBKAM4AFDxkpz-BGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOC8wMy8xMi9lZHVjYXRpb24vMTJlZHVjYXRpb24uaHRtbIACAcgC5Z_XAagDAegD9ALoA_MC6AOtBugDsQP1AwAEAAD1AyAAAgA&num=3&adurl=http://www.sayoldmutual.com/your-life/planning-for-college.aspx&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BBiDzqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLH5oymZmdfMBMCNtwGwg8oBEAMYAyCc8_gBKAM4AFDxkpz-BGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOC8wMy8xMi9lZHVjYXRpb24vMTJlZHVjYXRpb24uaHRtbIACAcgC5Z_XAagDAegD9ALoA_MC6AOtBugDsQP1AwAEAAD1AyAAAgA&num=3&adurl=http://www.sayoldmutual.com/your-life/planning-for-college.aspx&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BBiDzqUHYR8S_KqnWjQTS0KmLDLH5oymZmdfMBMCNtwGwg8oBEAMYAyCc8_gBKAM4AFDxkpz-BGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOC8wMy8xMi9lZHVjYXRpb24vMTJlZHVjYXRpb24uaHRtbIACAcgC5Z_XAagDAegD9ALoA_MC6AOtBugDsQP1AwAEAAD1AyAAAgA&num=3&adurl=http://www.sayoldmutual.com/your-life/planning-for-college.aspx&client=ca-nytimes_article_var


Principal Sees Injustice, and Picks a Fight With It - New York Times

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/12/education/12education.html?ref=todayspaper (6 of 6) [3/12/2008 1:49:16 PM]

Copyright 2008 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy Search Corrections RSS First Look Help Contact Us Work for Us Site Map 

     

Home World U.S. N.Y. / Region Business Technology Science Health Sports Opinion Arts Style Travel Jobs Real Estate Automobiles Back to Top 

http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
https://careers.nytco.com/TAM/nyt_docs/TAM/candidate.html
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html

	nytimes.com
	Principal Sees Injustice, and Picks a Fight With It - New York Times


	GCLDNNIABLLGKNNBDABMMBJIFAKAJEIH: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: us
	f3: full

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: http://www.nytimes.com2008/03/12/education/12education.html
	f2: Principal Sees Injustice, and Picks a Fight With It
	f3: call
	f4: 1
	f5: Education and Schools
	f6: des





